
Mountain Ridge High School
Course Syllabus

Chemistry

Course Information Teacher Information
1 credit Ms. Backus
Full year course Phone: 623-376-3164
Class location: E214 Email: hailey.backus@dvusd.org

Course Description:
This course is designed to help students gain an understanding of general chemistry concepts in order to
apply them to the world around them. This course is aligned with district, state, and national standards to
support school-wide efforts in increasing student achievement.

Materials:
❖ Notebook
❖ Pencil
❖ Scientific calculator (optional)

Course Objectives:
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Failure to follow classroom rules will result in disciplinary action:
1. Verbal warning
2. Conference with teacher
3. After school detention and parent phone call
4. Referral

Cell Phone and Headphone Policy:
Cell phones are not permitted to be used in the classroom under any circumstances. They must be put
away and unable to be seen at all times. If a cell phone is being used the first offense will result in a
warning. For the second offense, it is in the teacher’s discretion to contact conduct to have it confiscbn
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Tests and Quizzes:
Tests will always be announced at least 2 days prior. There will be periodic quizzes that cover concepts
that have been taught during the week. The objective of these quizzes are to assess essential concepts
needed to be successful. These quizzes will be included in the “Assessment” category of the grading
scale.

Test Retakes:
After receiving an exam grade, the student will have five days to contact the instructor to do a test-retake.
I will not be individually contacting students to ask if they want to do a test retake - please be aware it is
your responsibility to keep track of your grades� In order to be eligible for a test retake, a student must
meet the following criteria: all work must have been turned in, received an 85% or higher on a
reassessment quiz, attended Acaprep, and have contacted the instructor within five days of receiving
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responsible for any damages and/or the calculator must be returned at the end of the class period. During
tests or quizzes no personal calculators will be permitted.
**Cell phones may not be substituted for calculators during class work **

Laboratory:
❖ Correct lab procedure will be explained before each lab and students must follow the lab safety

rules reviewed at the start of the semester
❖ Breakage policy: see attached paper.
❖ Horseplay will not be tolerated. Students will be asked to leave the lab and will not receive credit.
❖ NO water bottles will be allowed in the lab.
❖ No food, drinks, or candy are allowed in the classroom. Only CLEAR water bottles with CLEAR

water will be allowed.
❖ ABSOLUTELY NO HATS IN THE CLASSROOM. Hats will be confiscated if students wear

them in class

MRHS Laboratory Breakage Policy:
The Mountain Ridge Science Department has a policy regarding the damage or breakage of laboratory
equipment. In the event a student breaks any laboratory materials, that student will be responsible for
paying the replacement cost of each item. A complete list of all laboratory materials and their costs are
posted in each classroom. The students are taught proper
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